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STATEMENT OF SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
MONTANA DEMOCRATIC OFFICERS CONVENTION
LEWISTOWN, MONTANA
NOVEMBER 5, 1983
GEORGE (TURMAN), THANK YOU FOR THOSE KIND REMARKS*
IT IS GREAT TO BE HERE WITH YOU AND WITH OUR FELLOW
DEMOCRATS*
I CARE DEEPLY ABOUT THIS PARTY.
I PROBABLY SHOULDN'T ADMIT THIS IN FRONT OF THIS GROUP; BUT
THERE WAS A TIME THAT I WAS AN INDEPENDENT VOTER. AND I REMEMBER
HE PROCESS OF DECIDING WHICH PARTY I WANTED TO JOIN*
THE REPUBLICANS WERE FOR THE STATUS QUO. THEY WERE TIGHT
AND GREEDY. THEY WERE PESSIMISTIC, CYNICAL AND THEY WANTED TO
KEEP WHAT THEY HAD*
THE DEMOCRATS STOOD FOR PROGRESS. THEY WERE OPTIMISTIC
ABOUT THE FUTURE. THEY STUCK UP FOR THE LITTLE GUY. THEY WERE
COMMITTED TO CIVIL LIBERTIES* *
YOU CAN SEE THE TERRIBLE DILEMMA I WAS CONFRONTED WITH*
AND I KNOW YOU'LL NEVER GUESS WHAT I CONCLUDED*
SIMPLY PUT: I AM PROUD TO BE A MONTANA DEMOCRAT.
OUR PARTY HAS PROVIDED THIS STATE WITH STRONG, EFFECTIVE
LEADERS LIKE TED SCHWINDEN AND GEORGE TURMAN*
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OUR PARTY HAS PROVIDED FORCEFUL, THOUGHTFUL REPRESENTATIVES
IN WASHINGTON LIKE JoHN MELCHER AND PAT WILLIAMS.
OUR PARTY HAS CREATIVE AND HARDWORKING PARTY ORGANIZERS LIKE
SHARON PETERSON AND TONY JEWETT.
OUR PARTY HAS ADVOCATED INNOVATIVE LEGISLATIVE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS LIKE THE COAL SEVERANCE TAX*
I AM PROUD OF ALL THI.S.
BUT I AM MOST PROUD OF THE PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THIS PARTY
RESTS****
IT IS THESE PRINCIPLES THAT I WANT TO DISCUSS WITH YOU
ODAY; IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR ECONOMY AND IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR
FOREIGN POLICY*
MONTANA's ECONOMY
NEVER BEFORE HAS THERE BEEN AS MUCH DEBATE ABOUT THE FUTURE
OF MONTANA'S ECONOMY*
SELDOM BEFORE HAS OUR STATE'S ECONOMY FACED THE CHALLENGES
WE FACE TODAY.
MONTANANS ALREADY HAVE A GOOD START IN MEETING THESE
CHALLENGES-
THE "BUILD MONTANA" PROGRAM HAS BEEN VERY CONSTRUCTIVE AND
GOOD FOR THE STATE*
IT IS A REAL TRIBUTE TO TED AND GEORGE'S LEADERSHIP*
THE "BUILD MONTANA" PROGRAM IS A VALUABLE FOUNDATION FOR
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CONOMIC GROWTH IN THE EIGHTIES*
IT HAS CREATED A WAY FOR US TO DEFINE OUR ECONOMIC GOALS AND
TO DECIDE HOW TO ACHIEVE THEM*
As WE GO ABOUT THIS JOB, LET US REMEMBER THAT ECONOMIC
GROWTH MUST BE CONSISTENT WITH THE VALUES OF OUR PARTY. WE NEED
THE KIND OF ECONOMIC GROWTH:
0 THAT PROVIDES JOBS FOR MONTANANS*
0 THAT RESPECTS OUR BASIC COMMITMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENT*
0 THAT IS FAIR AND EQUITABLE TO ALL MONTANANS.
0 THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH OUR BASIC COMMITMENT TO THE
ELDERLY*
0 THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH OUR BASIC COMMITMENT TO THE
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN.
THE NATIONAL ECONOMY
AND WE MUST BRING THESE SAME VALUES TO OUR DISCUSSION OF THE
NATIONAL ECONOMIC PICTURE*
As WE IN MONTANA KNOW, THE SUCCESS OF OUR "BUILD MONTANA"
PROGRAM DEPENDS IN LARGE PART ON A SOUND RECOVERY FOR OUR ENTIRE
ECONOMY*
RIGHT NOW THAT IS NOT GUARANTEED*
THE-SPECTRE OF HUGE, UNFATHOMABLE DEFICITS LOOMS ON THE
HORIZON-
UNLESS WE DO SOMETHING NOW, THE DEFICITS WILL DRY UP THE
RECOVERY*
SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, I WAS IN GREAT FALLS SPEAKING BEFORE THE
FARMERS UNION.
I SAID THEN -- AND I SAY IT AGAIN TODAY -- PRESIDENT REAGAN
AND TIP O'NEILL ARE DOING US ALL A GREAT DISSERVICE BY NOT
GETTING TOGETHER ON A PLAN TO REDUCE THE DEFICIT* I SAID THEN
THAT NOTHING IS MORE FUNDAMENTAL TO OUR ECONOMIC RECOVERY THAN
REDUCING THE DEFICITS*
I'M PLEASED TO REPORT THAT MY PLEAS HAVE NOT FALLEN ON DEAF
EARS. A GROUP OF US -- THREE DEMOCRATS AND THREE REPUBLICANS
HAVE BEEN APPOINTED BY THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE TO TRY TO
)RAFT A DEFICIT REDUCTION PLAN THAT WILL SAVE THE ECONOMIC
RECOVERY*
I DON'T KNOW IF WE WILL SUCCEED. THIS IS A TOUGH JOB.
BUT AS DEMOCRATS, WE MUST FACE THE PROBLEM HEAD ON AND WE
MUST DO IT IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH OUR BASIC VALUES*
0 WE ARE THE PARTY THAT WON'T STAND FOR REDUCING DEFICITS ON
THE BACKS OF WORKING MEN AND WOMEN.
0 WE ARE THE PARTY THAT WON'T STAND FOR REDUCING DEFICITS ON
THE BACKS OF OUR ELDERLY*
O WE ARE THE PARTY THAT WON'T STAND FOR A SOLUTION THAT
00ESN T INCLUDE DECREASES IN DEFENSE SPENDING*
0 WE ARE THE PARTY THAT WILL ONLY ACCEPT A SOLUTION THAT
REQUIRES EVERY SECTOR OF OUR SOCIETY TO SHOULDER PART OF THE
5
JURDEN OF GETTING THE DEFICITS DOWN.
I AM CONVINCED THIS IS A PROBLEM THAT CAN BE TACKLED*
BUT WE MUST DO IT NOW*
AND I BELIEVE WE CAN DO IT IN A WAY THAT IS FAIR TO
DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUENCIES AND DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES*
FOREIGN POLICY
THERE IS ONE OTHER ASPECT OF NATIONAL POLICY THAT HAS BEEN
ON ALL OF OUR MINDS THE PAST FEW WEEKS AND THAT IS THE STATE OF
OUR FOREIGN POLICY.
0 WE WERE DISTURBED BY THE CONTINUED "COVERT" BOMBINGS IN
ICARAGUA*
O WE WERE CONCERNED BY THE DEPLOYMENT OF THE PERSHING
MISSILES IN EUROPE.
o WE WERE ANGUISHED BY THE MASSACRE OF OUR MARINES IN
BEIRUT.
O WE WERE CONFUSED BY THE INVASION OF GRENADA.
0 WE WERE OUTRAGED BY THE FLAGRANT VIOLATIONS OF THE FIRST
AMENDMENT-
FRANKLY, IT FEELS LIKE OUR FOREIGN POLICY IS OUT OF CONTROL.
NOT THAT IT IS MISGUIDED, BUT THAT IT IS UNGUIDED.
As DEMOCRATS, WE STAND FIRMLY BEHIND THE NEED FOR A NATIONAL
DEFENSE SECOND TO NONE*
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IT WAS JOHN KENNEDY WHO SAID "WE DARE NOT TEMPT (OUR
ENEMIES) WITH WEAKNESS*- BUT HE ALSO WARNED US NEVER TO FEAR
NEGOTIATIONS*
THIS ADMINISTRATION CONTINUES TO OFFER US ONLY MILITARY
SOLUTIONS TO OUR FOREIGN POLICY PROBLEMS. AND IT CONTINUES TO
THUMB ITS NOSE AT CONGRESS.
MEANWHILE, THE REPUBLICAN PARTY OF MONTANA OFFERS US ONLY A
WARNING THAT ANY CRITICISM OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY IS UNPATRIOTIC*
BUT YOU AND I BOTH KNOW THAT THE TRULY UNPATRIOTIC ACT WOULD
BE TO SIT BY IN SILENCE*
THOSE WHO ARE SPEAKING OUT WITH THEIR CONCERNS ARE THE TRUE
PATRIOTS;
o LIKE PAT.WILLIAMS, WHO IS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE DEMOCRATIC
AD HOC COMMITTEE ON LEBANON, WHICH IS MONITORING THE WAR POWERS
ACT.
O LIKE JOHN MELCHER WHO IS ATTEMPTING TO REVOKE THE 18-MONTH
AUTHORIZATION OF OUR MARINES IN',BEIRUT*
AND, I HAVE CO-SPONSORED AND VOTED FOR AMENDMENTS THAT WOULD
APPLY THE WAR POWERS ACT TO ROTH LEBANON AND GRENADA AND LIMIT
THE I*.* PRESENCE IN BOTH PLACES To 60 DAYS.
AND I AM WORKING WITH THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE JUDICIARY
OMMITTEE TO PLAN HEARINGS ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY
OF CONGRESS TO SET MILITARY AND FOREIGN POLICY*
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THI s IS A RECORD OF WHICH WE CAN BE PROUD AND IT BUILDS UPON
THOSE BASIC PRINCIPLES WHI-CH OUR PARTY STANDS FOR:
0 WE ARE THE PARTY THAT IS WILLING TO SAY "NO" TO THE
SENSELESS ARMS BUILDUP*
0 WE ARE THE PARTY THAT WILL LEAVE NO STONE UNTURNED IN ITS
QUEST FOR MEANINGFUL ARMS CONTROL*
0 WE ARE THE PARTY THAT ADVOCATES A BILATERAL NUCLEAR
FREEZE*
o WE ARE THE PARTY THAT OPPOSES THE MILITARIZATION OF
CENTRAL AMERICA*
WE ARE THE PARTY THAT STANDS FOR TIRELESS NEGOTIATIONS TO
FIND REGIONAL POLITICAL SOLUTIONS IN THAT PART OF THE WORLD*
O WE ARE THE PARTY THAT STANDS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS***IN CENTRAL
AMERICA...IN POLAND...IN EVERY NATION*
PROTECTING MONTANA
BUT IT TURNS OUT IT'S NOT ENOUGH TO HAVE PRINCIPLES.
WE HAVE TO FIGHT FOR THEM*
THERE'S AN OLD LATIN MAXIM THAT SAYS: "THE LAW IS FAIR TO
THOSE WHO ARE VIGILANT, BUT NOT TO THOSE WHO SLUMBER*"
AND WE IN MONTANA CAN'T AFFORD TO SLUMBER*
NEVER BEFORE HAVE THE INTERESTS OF MONTANA AND THE WEST REEN
UNDER GREATER ATTACK IN CONGRESS*
8
JUST THIS PAST MONDAY, I FOUGHT AGAINST AN AMENDMENT ON THE
SENATE FLOOR THAT WOULD HAVE SEVERELY LIMITED MONTANA'S ABILITY
TO IMPOSE ITS COAL SEVERANCE TAX*
THIS 'PROPOSAL IS AN OUTRAGEOUS AND PERNICIOUS ASSAULT ON
MONTANA'S RIGHT TO SURVIVE.
IT IS A TOTAL AFFRONT TO ANYONE WHO BELIEVES IN OUR FEDERAL
FORM OF GOVERNMENT*
FORTUNATELY, WE WERE SUCCESSFUL IN FORCING SENATOR DIXON TO
WITHDRAW HIS PROPOSAL TEMPORARILY -- BUT HE HAS VOWED TO RAISE IT
AGAIN*
IF THAT ATTACK WERE NOT ENOUGH, ACTIONS OF THE HOUSE WAYS
'AND MEANS COMMITTEE THREATEN TO CUT BACK ON SOME OF THE FEDERAL
AUTHORITY ON WHICH THE "BUILD MONTANA" PROGRAM IS BASED*
AND THERE'S MORE:
0 SOME HOUSE MEMBERS ARE TRYING TO REWRITE ESTATE TAX LAWS
TO PENALIZE WESTERN LANDOWNERS*
o SOME SENATORS ARE TRYINGTO RAISE REVENUES BY HURTING THE
TIMBER INDUSTRY - AN INDUSTRY THAT'S NEARLY BEEN DEVASTATED BY
THE RECESSION*
0 OTHERS ARE TRYING TO REWRITE REVENUE SHARING AND OTHER
FEDERAL FORMULAS TO PENALIZE STATES WITH RICH NATURAL RESOURCES*
ALL OF THE PROPOSALS I'VE MENTIONED ARE WITHIN THE
JURISDICTION OF THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE ON WHICH I SERVE*
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I AM PROUD TO BE IN A POSITION TO FIGHT THESE PROPOSALS*
THEY THREATEN OUR STATE'S FINANCIAL WELL-BEING*
THEY THREATEN OUR STATE'S SOVEREIGNTY*
THEY THREATEN TO UNDERMINE THE PRINCIPLES OF OUR PARTY*
So, WE CAN'T SIMPLY ESPOUSE THOSE PRINCIPLES*
WE MUST REMAIN VIGILANT*
WE MUST FIGHT HARD TO PRESERVE THEM AND WE MUST WIN.
CONCLUSION
THERE IS ROOM IN THIS PARTY FOR A BROAD RANGE OF VIEWS ON
1OW TO TACKLE THE PROBLEMS WE FACE*
THAT DIVERSITY OF OPINION WILL EQUIP US TO DEAL WITH THE
COMPLEXITY OF THOSE PROBLEMS*
BUT WE MUST REMEMBER, IF WE STAND FOR EVERYTHING WE STAND
FOR NOTHING*
LET US EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY*
BUT LET US NOT ABANDON OUR VALUES*
LET US USE OUR DIFFERENCES TO BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER*
13UT LET US NEVER ABANDON THOSE PRINCIPLES THAT SET US APART.
THE VALUES I'VE DISCUSSED WITH YOU TODAY ARE WHAT BIND US
TOGETHER AS MONTANA DEMOCRATS.
AND THEY ARE THE BASIS UPON WHICH WE CAN PROUDLY GO FORWARD
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.N THE 1984 ELECTIONS*
IN PREVIOUS EFFORTS, YOU'VE BEEN THERE FOR ME, DOING ALL THE
ESSENTIAL WORK THAT NEEDS TO BE DONE. I AM COUNTING ON THAT HELP
AND SUPPORT ONCE AGAIN*
I LOOK FORWARD TO OUR WORKING TOGETHER TO ARTICULATE WHAT WE
STAND FOR AS MONTANA DEMOCRATS.
THANK YOU*
